
Elias’ Dedication Service Saturday 2nd July  
 

Welcome - Andrew 

Introduction – Andrew  

 

  In the name of God, the giver of life, who creates and loves us all, we have gathered to 
celebrate the gift of Elias, born into the world; 
given to us to love, to nurture and to enjoy. 
 

Within this gathering we embody the different influences that will impact his life:  
Parents, Godparents, family, friends, community. 
Concentric circles, overlapping, radiating and expanding, 
Focused on a God who’s centre is everywhere and circumference nowhere. 
 

Every perimeter is simultaneously a boundary that protects the treasure inside, 
and a border we are encouraged to cross. 
So as we gather to give thanks for his coming life, we will be focusing on each circle in turn: 
ever expanding our boundary in the hope that Elias’ vision will be wide, and his centre true. 
 

 

We begin by singing ‘Praise my Soul the King of Heaven’ 

 
Reading – Psalm 131 – Ozzy Hughes 

 
My heart is not proud, O Lord 
My eyes are not haughty; 
I do not concern myself with great matters 
Or things too wonderful for me. 
But I have stilled and quietened my soul; 
like a weaned child with its mother, 
like a weaned child is my soul within me. 
Put your hope in the Lord 
both now and for evermore. 
 

Dedication – A few introductory words by the Parents 
 
Circle 1 – Parents 

Kester and Beki come to the centre with Elias, and light their candles from the main candle. 
 
God our Creator, 
Thank you for the waiting and the joy, 
Thank you for new life and for parenthood, 
Thank you for the gift of Elias, 
Entrusted to our care. 
May we be patient and understanding, 
Ready to guide and forgive, 
That in our love Elias may know your love. 
May he learn to love your world 
And the whole family of your children 
Through Christ our life, 
 
 



Circle 2 – Parents and Godparents 
The Godparents come to the centre and have their candles lit by Kester & Beki 
 
God who gave up all to become a baby, a child, a man 
Help us to be wise guides as Elias begins his journey back to you 
As his world grows, may we: 
Walk with him, 
Inspire him, 
Protect him, 
Encourage him, 
Correct him, 
Trust him 
Release him 
 

Circle 3 – Everyone 
Parents and Godparents now go out to light the candles of everyone else. 
 
Andrew: It is the responsibility of all of us to ensure that not only Elias, but all the children 
we know are helped to understand the place that the community they have joined has 
within space, history and culture. But it is also our responsibility to gently expose them over 
time to the other stories, place and cultures that make up our cities, nations and world. 
 
So I ask you all: 
 
Will you welcome Elias to this community? We will. 
Will you support his parents as best you can as they bring him up? We will. 
And for all the children gathered, will you always try to widen their vision and deepen their 
understanding? We will. 
 
 

Prayer - Andrew 
God our creator, 
we thank you for the wonder of new life 
and for the mystery of human love. 
We thank you for all whose support and skill 
surround and sustain us. 
We thank you that we are known to you by name 
and loved by you from all eternity. 
We thank you for Jesus Christ, 
who has opened to us the way of love. 
We praise you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

Andrew invites everyone to place their candles carefully around the centre-piece. 
 

Prayers by Grandmothers, ending with Lord’s Prayer 
 

Final hymn: Love Divine – Andrew introduce 
 

Blessing – Andrew 
The blessing of the God of Sarah and of Abraham 
The blessing of the Son, born of Mary, 
The blessing of the Spirit, who broods over us 
As a mother over her children 
Be with you now and for ever 
Amen. 


